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For 76 years, BCS has been a resourceful and direct logistical 
distribution center for the US, Canada, and internationally. 
This year’s work continues that legacy. Let the next year bring 
more learning and continued success. We are very proud of 
our team, who has worked hard to make this year a success.

We thank all our partners for their trust and continued support 
and look forward to another year of growing our company and 
serving our customers. BCS is grateful for the many opportunities 
we have been afforded in 2022 and will continue to provide a 
high level of service to all our customers in 2023 and beyond!

Warm Regards, 
Doug Thomas, President + CEO
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FEEL LIKE SHARING?

If YOU would like to contribute to the 
BCS community, please contact the 
IceBreaker editorial staff via email 
at bcsmarketing@bellcold.com. 

We love sharing your stories, pictures, 
announcements, and more!

STAY CONNECTED

Follow us on social media for behind the 
scenes and up-to-date information on BCS. 
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BCS WARRIORS

Victor Ascuc is a valued team member, always offering 
his assistance and support to other members. He has 
earned the respect of everyone he works with and 
has been increasing his English skills daily. Victor is a 
quick learner and is able to fill supporting roles when 
co-workers are out. He consistently demonstrates our 
Core Values and inspires others with his enthusiasm for 
TEAMWORK. Whether Victor is working with a team or 
by himself, we always know he is hard at work.

Please join us in congratulating Victor for being our 
November Employee of the Month.

Kalani is always ready to help his team and has proven 
his dependability. He is great at TEAMWORK. He has 
volunteered his time during the busy harvest season 
and has been a huge help in doing so. Another reason 
Kalani has been chosen as employee of the month is 
because he always has a good ATTITUDE. We can 
always count on Kalani being here, ready to take on 
any task. What’s more, he exemplifies all the BCS core 
values and that’s why he is worthy of employee of the 
month.

Please join us in congratulating Kalani for being our 
September Employee of the Month.

Roberto is on the front line servicing the customers with 
professionalism. He has worked long hours month after 
month helping his teammates service their accounts 
when needed. He is always one of first employees to 
clock in and one of the last ones to clock out. He shows 
up every day with a good ATTITUDE and a smile on 
his face.

All aforementioned actions reflect his clear 
understanding of our company values.

Please join us in congratulating Roberto for being our 
October Employee of the Month.

OCTOBER 2022

NOVEMBER 2022

SEPTEMBER 2022

Roberto Villegas

Victor Ascuc

Kalani Aikala

ATTITUDE TEAMWORK

INTEGRITY

ACCOUNTABILITY QUALITY

BCS CORE VALUES

Kalani has volunteered his time during the busy harvest 
season and has been a huge help in doing so.

Roberto has worked long hours month after month helping 
his teammates service their accounts when needed.

Victor consistently demonstrates our Core Values and 
inspires others with his enthusiasm for teamwork.

We take pride in our employees and when they 
go the extra mile to deliver exceptional service. 
Please congratulate these BCS warriors next 
time you see them, it’s well deserved.

EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH
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THE CANFISCO
GROUP
CUSTOMER OF THE QUARTER

Left photo: Salmon prepared one of many ways

Right photo: Prepping fishing boat

Harvesting wild fish from the coastal waters of the Pacific Northwest

The Canfisco Group has harvested sustainably wild fish from the coastal 
waters of the Pacific Northwest for over 110 years. The Canfisco Group is 
one of the largest seafood companies in Canada, harvesting and process-
ing fish from Western Alaska to Southern British Columbia.

Through its fully integrated seafood business, including fishing, processing, 
and sales, the Canfisco Group ensures its seafood products comply with 
the highest environmental, quality, and traceability standards. The Canfisco 
Group operates the largest British Columbia fishing fleet, focusing on har-
vesting salmon, herring, rockfish, halibut, and hake.

Bristol Bay, Alaska, is the largest sockeye salmon fishery in the world and 
the site of four operations: Alaska General Seafoods, E & E Foods, North 
Pacific Seafoods, and Leader Creek Fisheries. Their Alaskan operations 
are significant producers in their regions and have a growing share of the 
wild salmon fillet, halibut, crab, and canned salmon markets, as well as 
expanding Canfisco’s volume and range of smoked salmon products.

As the global demand for sustainability-minded and nutritious seafood 
increases, the Canfisco Group has consistently met that need with its 
products. The Canfisco Group is committed to being an environmentally re-
sponsible fishing entity in the seafood industry. It has become one of North 
America’s largest producers of single-frozen Marine Stewardship Council 
sustainable wild salmon fillets.

Bellingham Cold Storage has a long history with the Canfisco Group. 

CUSTOMER SINCE 1976

BCS provides services to five outstanding companies that are 
currently part of the Canfisco Group:

• Canadian Fishing CO. Ltd.

• Leader Creek

• Alaska General Seafoods

• E & E Foods

• North Pacific Seafoods

 
As separate entities, BCS has done business with each of them for 
a long time.

North Pacific Seafoods began doing business with BCS in early July 
1980, only ten years before Alaska General Seafoods joined the fold 
in August 1990. Canfisco Group began an association with BCS in 
1991. In 1994, E & E Foods started delivering with BCS, and in 2017 
Leader Creek joined the group.

Each of those companies has been a true partner to BCS all these 
years, and their core values and mission align perfectly with ours.

We are pleased to award the Canfisco Group as the Customer of 
the Quarter, which reflects our high regard for our partnership. We 
look forward to continuing our work together and appreciate your 
continued support of Bellingham Cold Storage.
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BCS’s impacts on its 
community and the maritime 
industry are made possible 
by everyone who has worked 
at the organization, from 
those who’ve been here a 
year or two to those with 
40 years or more at BCS.A
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You look at what we do, it’s all run 
by people. It’s not the infrastructure. 
The infrastructure is amazing, but 
the people make it work everyday.
- Joel Harvey
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MORE THAN
STORAGE
A TRUE DISTRIBUTION CENTER

“Our private ocean terminal and Coastal 
Transportation Ltd’s regularly scheduled 
direct shipping service from Alaska makes 
for unbeatable logistics into BCS, SPC is 
even able to deliver fresh fish from Alaska 
in 36 hours.”

“With one such 3PL, we originally worked on 
helping coordinate six food manufacturers 
in the southwest US, each trucking full 
loads of manufactured ready-to-eat foods 
to BCS, stored in their own accounts, and 
then shipping full mixed truckloads going to 
the customers DCs in Western Canada.”

BCS continues to grow as a Distribution Center (DC) for Grocery Chains, Food Producers and Third Party Logistics (3PLs), 
Nationally and Internationally.

BCS has amazing logistics for the right food company, or their 3PL providers: 
• Our own ocean dock for reefer cargo ships, a direct link internationally and to Alaska

• A natural hub for Canada: Canadian products coming to the US and American/International products staged for Canada

• Large scale Pacific Northwest agriculture and seafood production – hundreds of millions of pounds of berries, potatoes, apples,  
 meat, and local and Alaskan seafood

• 18 SQF food warehouses regionally, from -20F frozen storage to ambient temperature dry storage, including large scale chilled  
 storage (we have handled over 120M pounds per year of fresh soups, and we have the custom WMS to manage every pound  
 across the country)

• 12 leased processing facilities: for Primary Food Processing 
 Value-Added processing, and 20 acres available for more   
 leased processing facilities, warehouses, and offices

As a result, BCS has become a true Distribution Center (DC) for 
some of our customers.

Bottom left: Aerial view of waterfront 
Top right: Lady Rosebud loaded with containers

Let’s take Whole Foods for example. Many of our food producing 
customers sell to Whole Foods. In the case of seafood, BCS 
has a few different reasons to host a DC for Whole Foods. BCS 
stores high end hook and line caught seafood products for 
Seafood Producers Cooperative (SPC) that go to Whole Foods.

sold in the US, and internationally, including products sold and 
value-added in Canada. Some of those branded value-added 
products are brought to BCS from Canada for US distribution. 
Some of their Alaskan products are brought down directly 
to our private dock, they also unload their Washington State 
caught seafood at our dock. They also handle and process 
with companies that BCS lease production facilities. Some of 
these products are sold to Whole Foods, and become part of 
their Distribution Center.  You can see how BCS’ many logistics 
advantages come together to form Distribution Centers for  
our customers.

Large International 3PL companies represent many food 
producers, and grocers and restaurant chains. Some of their 
products and lines of business call for a more expansive Distri-
bution Center with BCS.

Where has Warehousing Developed into 
Expansive Logistic Distribution Centers?

BCS hosts 12 leased Food Processing Plants, several of them 
seafood ‘tenants’. In 2018 Whole Foods made BCS one of their 
Distribution Centers for several of their seafood suppliers. 
One of the largest Seafood Companies in Canada (and North 
America) has stored frozen products and leased office space 
with us for decades as they bought large US Alaskan seafood 
producers. BCS has developed into a multi faceted DC for them 
over the years: we store many of their Alaskan products that are 

Multi-Faceted National and International  
Distribution Centers

Another situation was accumulating US pork in Bellingham 
and deliver LTL to Western Canada. Recently we have been 
storing and shipping Specialized Reefer Ships full of french 
fries to Asia from BCS’ Private Ocean Terminal for a major 
Fortune 500 restaurant chain, and now that 3PL is expanding 
BCS’ DC to more food North American products to ship with 
those french fries, and Asian food products to ship back to 
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MORE THAN 
STORAGE
CONTINUED

Left: Multiple storage containers

Right: Warehouse floor

BCS for distribution in the US, minimizing their overall freight 
costs. BCS’ substantial logistics enable these 3PLs to develop 
multi-faceted national and international Distribution Centers  
at BCS.

Washington State is a huge agricultural producer. Regional 
Agriculture companies store large amounts of fruit and 
vegetables at BCS. We store their fruit and ship it directly to 
Costco, Walmart, and other large grocers in North America.
Our largest local agriculture producer leases a value-added 
processing plant with us. Washington and Pacific Northwest agriculture, Washington 

and Alaskan seafood, US and international meat, etc… BCS has 
been a very resourceful and direct logistical Distribution Center 
for the US, Canada, and internationally, for 75 years.

Many Reasons for BCS’ DCs - Much More Than Just Storage

Agriculture DCs are Value-Adding at BCS too

“We receive their bulk fruit, return it to their 
plant throughout the year, and repack it 
back into storage for direct distribution to 
the largest grocery chains in the US and 
Canada, without stopping at 
forward warehouses.”
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Through the BCS Employee Referral Incentive program  
you could be earning an extra $1,000 in 2022! 

Here’s how: 

• $250 for any new hire who completes 4 weeks of employment 
• $250 for any new hire who completes 500 hours 
• $500 for any new hire who completes 1,000 hours of work  

 

Please refer your friends and family to 
https://www.bellcold.com/careers/ to apply. 

 

NOW HIRING! 

Please refer your friends and family to
bellcold.com/careers/ to apply.

Through the BCS Employee Referral Incentive program
you could be earning an extra $1,000 in 2023!

Here’s how:

•  $250 for any new hire who completes 4 weeks of employment
•  $250 for any new hire who completes 500 hours
•  $500 for any new hire who completes 1,000 hours of work
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